[The significance of protein C deficiency in dermatology].
The protein C system is a physiological inhibitor of coagulation and is important for the regulation of hemostasis. Protein C deficiencies can be inherited or acquired, and they lead to enhanced thrombophilia. A number of clinical entities that are also of interest to dermatologists have been related to protein C deficiency. Inherited protein C deficiency can become manifest in various ways, e.g. as purpura fulminans neonatalis, as recurrent episodes of thrombosis and as coumarin necrosis. Acquired protein C deficiency can be observed in the course of purpura fulminans, disseminated intravascular coagulation, hepatic failure or in the presence of antiphospholipid antibodies. The clinical features, the possible pathogenesis and the therapy of these manifestations are briefly discussed.